LOWELL WOMEN’S
WEEK 2019
The Time Is Now!
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22
8:30 AM – 7:30 PM Voices of Resistance
A University of Massachusetts Lowell Gender Studies Conference
South Campus, O’Leary 222
61 Wilder Street
Lowell, MA
This one-day conference is open to the public and offers a space for
critical exchange as we strive to understand, resist, and survive the
onslaught of patriarchy, racism, colonialism, and imperialism today.
YOU are invited to attend presentation panels and participate in
workshops facilitated by members of our community

Any participant who is not affiliated to UML and requires parking
will be permitted to park in the Wilder Lot at no cost during the
hours of the conference. Please press the call box and inform
parking services you are attending the conference. They will open
the gate for you. Information on location of the lot can be found at
the following link: https://www.uml.edu/maps/#/parkingfacultystaff/wilder-facultystaff-lot

Email womensweeklowell@gmail.com to have the list of programs offered at the conference sent to you.

_____________________________________________________
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26
6:30PM - 8:30PM: Women and Wildlife
Film Screening – JANE
Lowell National Historical Park Visitor Center,
246 Market St. (Free parking at 304 Dutton Street)
Jane celebrates the story of Jane Goodall, a woman
whose research on chimpanzees challenged the
male-dominated scientific consensus of her time, and
revolutionized our understanding of the natural world.

Film duration - 90 min

______________________________________________________
SUNDAY, MARCH 3
2:00PM-3:00PM: Creating Norma Rae: Textile and Garment Workers
Lost Behind a Pop Icon
Lowell National Historical Park Visitor Center, 246 Market St.
(Free parking at 304 Dutton Street)
Join Lowell Women’s Week for a Parker Lecture. The 1979 movie Norma Rae
earned multiple awards and generated a pop icon that people continue to reference.
Aimee Loiselle, a historian of women, work, capitalism and culture, will explore the
complex conditions of the global textile and garment industry. Although Norma Rae
turned the media spotlight to Crystal Lee Sutton, the inspiration for the movie, to call
attention to ongoing union organizing by hundreds of mill hands, it was also a studio
product intended to make money. Its narrative of an individual woman appealed to
American audiences but elided decades of southern labor activism and the vital role
of black civil right activists in the 1960s.
Sponsored by the Parker Lecture Series

______________________________________________________
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SUNDAY, MARCH 3
2:00PM –Artist Talk
A Woman’s Work…. Interior/Exterior
Exploration
The Brush Art Gallery & Studio
256 Market Street
(Free parking at 304 Dutton Street)
Visit the Brush and view works of art featuring: Stephanie RobertsCamello, Betty Canick, Leslie Graff, Pamela Lawson, Michelle Lougee,
and Carole Rabe. Special Artist talk at 2:00pm.

______________________________________________________
SUNDAY, MARCH 3
3:30PM-5:00PM: Celebrating Ourselves as We Age
LTC (Lowell TeleMedia Center)
246 Market Street
Free Parking at 304 Dutton Street
Across from LNHP Visitor Center

Join us for a Croning ceremony! The Croning ceremony is
a revival of an ancient ritual honoring women's passage
into older age. Women of all ages are invited to celebrate
with us and share stories from the decades of their
lives. This is an intergenerational event which offers
support, insight, power and community.
Light refreshments will be served.
For more information or to RSVP, email
mailto:anne_mulvey@uml.edu
RSVP is encouraged, but not required.
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MONDAY, MARCH 4
7:00AM-9:00AM: Annual Lowell Women’s Week Breakfast
Lenzi’s, 810 Merrimack Ave, Dracut, MA
Please join us for a morning of inspiring words, community, and recognizing the achievements of extraordinary
women in greater Lowell.
We are honored to have Debra Fowler, Executive Director, History UnErased, Inc.
as our 2019 Keynote speaker. Debra uses her personal and professional experiences
of being a veteran (former) classroom teacher, U.S. Army veteran, author, and
public speaker to challenge the inequities and injustices entrenched within the realm
of education. Debra has produced two documentary films, “Hard Truth, Levity and
Hope” (2012) and “Through Gay Eyes” (2013) to promote awareness of individuals
who are currently ignored, marginalized or excluded within the public school
system. Debra’s story will inspire all.

LWW is honored to have Vanna Howard, Communications Director for the Lowell
Community Health Center’s Advancement Department, as the MC for the morning's
program. Vanna is an active member of the LWW planning committee and a very
active member of our community. She currently serves as a Commissioner of the
Asian American Commission, and serves or has held membership in a number of
Lowell community organizations. Howard possesses experience in nonprofit
community outreach, public relations, event planning, and fundraising.

The 2019 recipients of the Because of Her Award will be honored for their
creative and positive ways of meeting real needs in our community. The Because
of Her Award recognizes women who demonstrate a strong commitment to the
Lowell community through courage, generosity, compassion, and activism.
Lowell Women’s week intends to honor women who have not traditionally been
recognized for their accomplishments, and who have performed exemplary deeds
of service outside of their regular jobs.

2018 Because of Her award recipients

Tickets on sale now. Go to www.lowellwomensweek.org or
click here to purchase tickets.
______________________________________________________
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MONDAY, MARCH 4; TUESDAY, MARCH 5; THURSDAY, MARCH 7;
SATURDAY, MARCH 9
FINANCIALLY HERS Building Assets-Building Me
Community Teamwork Financial Education Center,
165 Merrimack Street, Lowell
Space is Limited / Reservations required for each workshop
Register at: (978)654-5673

Monday, March 4th Building Assets – Am I Ready to Buy a Home
Time- 6:00-7:30 PM- This workshop will focus on things you need to know about what it
takes to buy a home: down payment/ credit/ debt.
Light snacks will be served and all attendees will receive a $25 Gift Card

Tuesday- March 5th

Building Assets- How to Turn My Idea into a Business

Time- 6:00-7:30 PM- Do you have an idea that you think is business worthy? Come to
this workshop to learn where to start.
Light snacks will be served and all attendees will receive a $25 Gift Card

Thursday- March 7th Building Assets- Getting Ready for College
Understanding How Financial Aid Works
Time- 6:00-7:30 PM- The financial aid and student loan process is so confusing. This
workshop will provide some basic understanding of how it works.
Light snacks will be served and all attendees will receive a $25 Gift Card

Saturday- March 9th Building Assets- Introduction to Investing
Time- 10-11:30 AM- The idea of investing might seem daunting but there are some
simple ways to get started that will make a difference for your future.
Continental Breakfast will be served.
Light snacks will be served and all attendees will receive a $25 Gift Card
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MONDAY, MARCH 4
7:00 pm- Documentary- PERIOD. END OF SENTENCE.
Luna Theater, Mill #5
250 Jackson Street, 4th Floor, Lowell, MA
In a rural village outside Delhi, India, women lead a quiet revolution.
They fight against the deeply rooted stigma of menstruation. "Period.
End of Sentence." -- a documentary short directed by Rayka Zehtabchi
-- tells their story. For generations, these women didn't have access to
pads, which lead to health problems and girls missing school or
dropping out entirely. But when a sanitary pad machine is installed in
the village, the women learn to manufacture and market their own
pads, empowering the women of their community. They name their
brand "FLY," because they want women "to soar." Their flight is, in
part, enabled by the work of high school girls half a world away, in
California, who raised the initial money for the machine and began a
non-profit called "The Pad Project."

The screening of this documentary film will be followed by a discussion led by UMass Lowell faculty members
and/or students. Snacks and beverages will be provided.
Duration of film 63min. Sponsored by UMass Lowell

______________________________________________________
TUESDAY, MARCH 5
3:30PM - 6:20PM: Braided Streams: Women of Faith Speak
UMass Lowell, South Campus,
883 Broadway St. (Dugan Hall # 206)
Lowell, MA
Women student panelists from diverse faith traditions reflect on their
experiences of the intersection between religion and gender.
2019 marks the 22nd annual offering of Braided Streams!

For more information and to arrange for parking,
Phone Imogene Stulken (978) 934-5014 or
Email: Imogene_Stulken@uml.edu
Map: http://www.uml.edu/maps/#/buildings/dugan-hall-dug
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TUESDAY, MARCH 5 – 30
5:00PM – 7:00PM: The Latin Dictionary Series: Unexplored Landscapes
UnchARTed Gallery, 103 Market Street
Collage by Maxine Farkas
Opening Reception Saturday March 9th 5:00pm-7:00pm
Closing Reception/Gallery Talk Saturday, March 30th 5:00PM7:00PM
Maxine was trained as a geographer and has been making art for 30
years, first as a fiber artist now as a mixed media artist. She has been
teaching even longer than making art. Teaching is about helping
students overcome their fear of failure and revel in the joy of
exploring new ideas.
Come see Maxine’s latest collage work at UnchARTed.

______________________________________________________
TUESDAY, MARCH 5
6:30PM-9:30PM: Norma Rae (film)
Lowell National Historical Park Visitor Center,
246 Market St. (Free parking at 304 Dutton Street)
In celebration of Lowell Women's Week, join us for the screening of
Norma Rae. The film's narrative follows Norma Rae, a factory worker
from a small town in North Carolina who becomes involved in labor
union activities after the health of her and her co-workers is
compromised. This movie is based on the true story of Crystal Lee
Sutton's life as a textile worker in Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina,
where the battle for the workers' union took place against a J.P. Stevens
Textiles mill. Her actual protest in the mill is the scene in the film
where she writes the sign "UNION" and stands on her worktable until
all machines are silent. Although Sutton was fired from her job, the mill
was unionized, and she later went to work as an organizer for the textile
union.
Running time 110 min.

Conversation to follow.

_____________________________________________________
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6
5:00PM – 7:00PM: Women in the Mix
Lowell Community Health Center
161 Jackson Street, Lowell
Join Women Across Greater Lowell for a Fun Night of
Networking!
With a short performance by our very own Christa Brown!
Christa Brown is the Founder of the Free Soil Arts Collective,
a burgeoning interdisciplinary arts organization serving the
people of the Merrimack Valley. She is also the Content
Manager for Entrepreneurship for All, a Lowell-based
nonprofit with the mission of strengthening communities
through inclusive entrepreneurship. Christa is a proud Lowell
resident, actress and the creator/host of the Choice2bHappy
Podcast.
This is a free event, but space is limited. Please RSVP to
Molyka Tieng via email: MolykaTi@lchealth.org

______________________________________________________
THURSDAY, MARCH 7
5:30 PM - 8:30 PM WANT TO RUN FOR
OFFICE?
Coalition for a Better Acre (CBA)
517 Moody Street, Lowell MA
Free and open to the public

Thinking about running for local, state or federal office
someday. Want to get involved with a campaign? Just want to
learn more about how things work? Join Coalition for a Better
Acre and Mass Alliance for a free workshop. Dinner is
provided

_____________________________________________________
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FRIDAY, MARCH 8
3:00PM -6:00PM 2ND Annual High Tea International Women’s Day
UMass Lowell, University Crossing
220 Pawtucket Street
Lowell, MA
International Women’s Day theme is #BalanceforBetter
Stop by for interesting conversation and a sip of Tea!

Sponsored by Multicultural Affairs

______________________________________________________
FRIDAY, MARCH 8
6:30PM – 8:30PM: International Women’s Day Evening Program
Lowell National Historical Park,
Mogan Cultural Center (Mill Girls Boarding House)
40 French Street
Lowell MA
In honor of International Women's Day, we invite you to explore
the Mogan Cultural Center, a place where women's history and working
class history come alive. Where else but Lowell would you find a
rehearsal space for a traditional Cambodian dance troupe, an exhibit on
factory workers, and an important archive on local history?
During a special evening open house, we will be presenting exhibits and drop-in interactive experiences from
6:30-8:00 p.m. on Friday, March 8, 2019. After an introduction at 6:30 p.m., you will have the opportunity to
meet with and learn from representatives from Angkor Dance Troupe, Lowell National Historical Park,
International Institute of New England, The Tsongas Industrial History Center, Center for Lowell History, and
UMass Lowell.
Free parking at 304 Dutton Street 10 minute stroll from the parking lot to Mogan Cultural Center

____________________________________________________
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SATURDAY, MARCH 9
12:00PM -4:00PM Women’s Day Marketplace
Mill #5
250 Jackson Street, 4th floor
Women's Day Market that will feature all female owned businesses,
craft vendors, and food vendors showcasing and selling their products.
Also many partners within the Mill are hosting Women's Day events as
well. Open to the public
Hosted by A Little Bazaar, Dandelion District, Mill#5 and Crose Nest

______________________________________________________
SATURDAY, MARCH 9
1:00PM-4:00PM: Hands-On History Weaving Workshop
Lowell National Historical Park,
Boott Cotton Mills Museum, 3rd Floor
115 John St.
Join Lowell National Historical Park and the Tsongas Industrial
History Center for a fun interactive Women's History
Workshop. Weaving Workshop will be open for all to tackle hand
weaving and become creative in designing their own piece of
cloth.
This is a 3 hour drop in program.
Photo: Meghan Moore

_____________________________________________________
TUESDAY, MARCH 12
6:30PM- 8:30PM: Uncovering the Stories of Elizabeth Colt &
Establishment of a New National Historical Park.
Lowell National Historical Park Visitor Center, 246 Market St.
(Free parking at 304 Dutton Street)
Join Park Ranger Amy Glowacki from Coltsville National
Historical Park to hear the stories of Elizabeth Jarvis Colt. In
1856 she married Samuel Colt, world-famous arms
manufacturer and inventor of the Colt revolver. By this
marriage, Elizabeth Jarvis Colt gained access to the restricted
social circles of 19th-century Connecticut. With Samuel
Colt’s premature death in 1862 at the age of 47, Elizabeth
Colt became one of the richest women in the United States,
inheriting several million dollars and a controlling interest in
Colt’s Patent Arms Manufacturing Company. Colt used
both her position and wealth to play a leading role in
countless Connecticut religious, social, art, and charitable organizations.
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THURSDAY, MARCH 14
12:30 PM High Tea with High Powered Women 2019
Middlesex Community college
Lower Café, Cowan Center
High Tea with High Powered Women 2019
As part of Lowell Women’s Week, the MCC Women’s
Leadership Network is hosting its annual High Tea with
High Powered women on the Lowell campus in the
Lower Café, Cowan Center. Please join us for this social,
networking event showcasing local women leaders from
our community living and promoting leadership roles.

For more information contact Maria McDuffie Clark at mcduffiem@middlesex.mass.edu.

______________________________________________________
FRIDAY, MARCH 15
6PM – 8:30PM: In Her Shoes:
Women of Color and the Stories We Share
Humanity Style
128 Merrimack St.
Lowell, MA
During Lowell Women’s Week 2017, we had 10 inspiring
women of color in our community share their stories, cultures,
and experiences growing up in Lowell. This year we will have
three amazing storytellers to celebrate our diverse and vibrant
cultures that make each of us unique and stronger together.
Hosted by Ani Vong and Masada Jones.

Space is limited, RSVP required. Email
hello@humanitystyle.com to reserve a spot for this amazing
event!
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TUESDAY, MARCH 19
6:00PM – 8:00PM Mindful Weaving
Lowell National Historical Park
Tsongas Industrial History Center
115 John Street (Boott Cotton Mills) 3rd floor
This is an evening program. Lean how to hand weave using a four
harness floor loom. Design your own piece of cloth.
Two sessions (6:00pm to 7:00pm and 7:00pm to 8:00pm) will be
offered.

This is a free workshop but limited space.
You must make a reservation; please call 978-970-5000.

______________________________________________________
TUESDAY, MARCH 19
6:00PM – 8:30PM FILM SCREENING
“Hard Truth, Levity and Hope” and “Through Gay
Eyes”
LTC (Lowell TeleMedia Center)
246 Market Street
Free Parking at 304 Dutton Street
Two documentary films by Women's Week Breakfast keynote speaker Debra
Fowler, Executive Director of History UnErased, Inc. A former teacher,
Debra's work challenges the inequities and injustices entrenched in the public
school system. She will be present to discuss her work and entertain questions
and comments from the audience.
Light refreshments provided.

_____________________________________________________
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MONDAY, MARCH 25
6:00PM-8:00PM: A Pitch of Her Own
A Pitch Contest for Innovative Women!
UML’s iHub
110 Canal, Lowell MA
Become part of the Pitch Contest. Listen to innovative women
pitch their new and exciting inventions.

Limited seating.
Click here to register to attend: Free and open to the public

____________________________________________________________

FRIDAY, MARCH 29
6:30PM – 8:00PM: LGBTQ+ Lowell Presents: March Open Mic at Brew’d!
Brew’d Awakening Coffeehaus, 61 Market Street
Come join in the newest open mic space in town at LGBTQ+ Lowell
Presents: Open Mic! This is an open mic event free and open to all,
including all ages. Come enjoy meeting and connecting with community
and bring your poetry, stories, and music to share! Sign-up starts at 6:30
PM, and the open mic will begin at 7. If you are interested in being one
of the first five performers, please send a message to LGBTQ+ Lowell
Open Mic on Facebook. There is no cover cost to attend, but donations
are welcome. Please note that will cis and straight allies are welcome to attend, we are looking to privilege
voices within the LGBTQ+ community as speakers and performers.

______________________________________________________
TUESDAY, APRIL 2
6:30PM – 9:00PM: Flint Rising
Lowell National Historical Park Visitor Center,
246 Market St. (Free parking at 304 Dutton Street)
The water crisis in Flint, Michigan is still going on. Our guest speaker for this
event is, Gina Luster, co-founder of Flint Rising. Footage of recent documentary
from a variety of sources about this crisis will be shown. What if this happened in
your backyard? Come hear what Gina is doing in her hometown. The water crisis
is still happening.

_____________________________________________________
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THURSDAY, APRIL 11
5:00PM-8:00PM POST WOMEN’S WEEK: TAKE BACK THE NIGHT 2019
Lower City Hall, 375 Merrimack Street
Take Back the Night is a nation-wide movement that brings
awareness to the impact sexual violence has on individuals and
communities. It is observed annually in Lowell with a rally at City
Hall followed by a march to University Crossing. The night ends
with an open mic for survivors to share their experiences and hopes
with their communities. Take Back the Night represents the earliest
worldwide stand against sexual violence, especially violence
against women. Take Back the Night events have been documented
in over 36 countries, in over 800 communities, with more locations
taking a stand every year. We have reached over 30 million people
with our message of strength and support, and our commitment to
ending sexual violence. This year marks Lowell’s 14th year of hosting Take Back the Night.
Take Back the Night will begin at Lowell City Hall at 6:00 PM with a rally and speakers. From Lowell City
Hall, we will embrace our voices and take to the streets to march from City Hall to UMass Lowell's University
Crossing. At University Crossing there will be a closed-room speak-out and open mic for survivors to be able
to share their stories.

_____________________________________________________
GET INVOLVED!
Give back to the community through a donation to Megan’s House
Every year, Lowell Women's Week gives back to our community through donations for a local organization that
benefits women. This year, we are collecting materials for Megan's House, which is a long-term residential
treatment facility for young women seeking relief from substance abuse. The Megan's House Foundation was
established in memory of Megan Grover, who lost her battle with addiction at age 26. Their mission is to
"improve the quality of life of its residents through an evidence-based substance abuse treatment program that
emphasizes individual dignity, self-respect, and empowerment. Lowell Women's Week wants to help empower
these women to reach success and sobriety by collecting personal hygiene products such as pads, tampons, and
shower supplies (soaps, shampoos, shower gels, etc.). Residents in the treatment facility are required to keep a
journal, so we are including journals and notebooks to our collection list for the residents. Your donation will
help a resident on her journey to feel empowered and rewrite her personal narrative - not as a victim of the
disease of addiction, but as a survivor of one of the deadliest epidemics of our generation. If you would like to
help in our efforts to give back to our community, please bring these items with you to the breakfast on March
4th or collect these items at your workplace and contact joann_marcos@nps.gov for more information on drop
off locations or how your organization can contribute.

Lowell Women’s Week is a component fund of the
Greater Lowell Community Foundation
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