
 

2019 Because of Her Award Recipients 

 

Barbara “Barney” Arnold   

Barney is a retired kindergarten teacher and volunteers her time to and 

years of experience to serve on Lowell’s Early Childhood Council as 

the council secretary and as part of the Advocacy and Learning 

subcommittees. She has advocated for early childhood at the state 

house, and spearheaded the Lowell Loves to Learn Book Nook 

project and the annual Lowell Loves to Learn Reading Celebration. 

She continually steps up on the council and can be counted on to 

promote high quality early education. Barney’s presence, passion, 

and dedication all work to make a strong impact on the lives of 

Lowell’s youngest children. 

Because of her, children in our community receive the foundation 

they need to grow into leaders and innovators. 

 

                              

Maritza Grooms   

 Maritza is a lover of Lowell, and a change maker in many ways. In addition 

to her work with our younger, more vulnerable populations as the Teen 

Coordinator at Girls Inc., Maritza is committed to being the change she 

wishes to see in the world. She brings history to the community in a 

fun, accessible way as cohost of History in Lowell with Robert 

Forrant of UMass Lowell on LTC. She is outspoken about 

addressing issues of disparities and inequities, especially those 

facing people of color. She works to intentionally create visible 

community with Black folks and other people of color in Lowell as 

co-chair and advisor of The Kindred Project with Masada Jones, 

while also co-hosting Kindred Conversations: Living Black in 

Lowell, also on LTC. She is passionate about community and 

believes the greatest joy comes from serving others. She serves on 

the Youth Violence Prevention Coalition and the Board of Directors 

for the Cultural Organization of Lowell, in addition to other boards and 

organizations. 

 Because of her, communities come together and are connected and 

strengthened. 



 

 

 

Francisca Sierra 

Francy has been a volunteer with Coalition for a Better Acre for at least the past 

15 years. She almost never misses an event and takes point on planning block 

parties and potlucks and many other events. She goes out of her way to help 

people most in need by assisting in translation services for Hispanic clients 

and providing transportation to and from doctors’ offices and other 

medical services. Francy always finds a way to make everyone laugh and 

she makes even the most tedious and challenging volunteer jobs fun for 

everyone involved. She has a passion for people, especially for kids and 

people with disabilities. She embodies the spirit of community everywhere 

she goes.  She plans events, entertains the kids, and brings neighbors 

together.  

Because of her, the Acre and the city of Lowell are more welcoming and 

inclusive communities for all our members. 

 


